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A word from the team: 
As 2010 draws to close, the team is busy planning next year’s activities. It has been another tough year 
for the wine trade but hope springs eternal with the latest news from Wine Intelligence.  Its Vinitrac UK 
consumer confidence index has just recorded the highest reading for spending last month, with an index 
score of 49 – a stark contrast to the index score of 34 in February 2009.

Other news this month includes announcements from Waitrose and M&S that sales of German wine are 
up by 36% and 20%.  Andrew Bird from M&S said recently in the Evening Standard that the store has 
seen an ‘unprecedented rise’ in the sales of German wines recently.   All great news – and now we need 
to emulate that in the ‘big four’ – easier said that done I accept!

Looking forward to 2011 and beyond we see a huge opportunity for the trend towards lower alcohol 
wines. What excites us is that Germany has what no other country can deliver - beautifully balanced fruity 
wines with a racy and mouth tingling acidity that is low in alcohol. What’s not to love? Our view is that 
the awareness and acceptance of lower alcohol wines is a trend that is growing steadily which we believe 
demonstrates that it’s not just a passing trend. With the help of the government and media agenda, 
lower alcohol wines will become part of the national psyche before too long and German wines are in an 
extremely strong position to benefit from this.

Thanks to all of you who have participated and helped with the campaign this year and Merry Christmas! 
to you all!

Nicky Forrest



At a glance

• Germany’s average price is now £3.50 (MAT to WE 4 September 2010) 
and is up by 9% vs total market of 3% 

• Germany fell by 14% volume and 7% value (Nielsen MAT 27 November
2010)

• Germany is the fastest growing country by volume in the rosé category 
(MAT to WE 4 September 2010) 

• German sales by price band:  

• £4-£5 category up by 10% 

• £5-£6 category up by 30% 

• £6-£7 category up by 47% (MAT to WE 4 September 2010) 



Recent activity round up



London Fine Wine Fair
Organised by the Drinks Business team, the inaugural Fine Wine Fair 
took place at Chelsea Old Town Hall in London over the weekend of 
15th – 17 October.

Wines showcased on the Wines of Germany stand included a 
selection of dry – off-dry Rieslings, Spätburgunders and a Riesling 
Spätlese, 1997 & 2007 vintages for comparison.

The fair attracted a total of 2,612 people with the following visitor 
profile:

•79% were under 45 and had middle-high incomes

•70% came from nearby, affluent London postcodes 

•249 trade attendees

We received some great feedback from visitors, with many 
commenting that they thought the wines on our stand were the best 
wines of the entire fair. It was also encouraging to see that many 
younger visitors had no negative pre-conceptions about German 
wines and were eager to learn more. 

Many thanks to everyone who contributed wines for the fair

“I was particularly 
enamoured by the 

Robert Weil Kiedrich
Grafenburg Riesling 
Spaetlese 1997 and 

2007” Sophie McLean, 
food and drink 

journalist



WSET Tasting

In November, Steffen Schindler from the DWI 
hosted a German wine tasting evening at the 
WSET building, with David Motion, owner of the 
Winery in Maida Vale, London.

25 consumers attended the tasting and enjoyed 
learning about the ageing potential of Riesling, 
lesser known, indigenous grape varietals such as 
Silvaner and the impressive quality of Pinot Noir 
from Germany.

The event was well received by all with attendees 
commenting on how much they enjoyed the 
lively, dry style Rieslings in particular.

ETM Group Tasting

November also saw Steffen host a tasting for one of 
London’s leading gastro-pub groups, ETM Group as 
part of their Wine Academy educational scheme for 
their bar staff.

The tasting line up included a range of Rieslings, 
Pinot Noir, Pinot Gris and Silvaner and Steffen gave 
a detailed insight into the German wine regions and 
industry as a whole.

Drinks operation manager Paulo Brammer was 
delighted with the tasting, as his staff said it was the 
best tasting they done so far and they are keen to 
get involved in our on trade activities in 2011.



What’s coming up in 2011?  



Generation Riesling tasting: 11th May 2011

Wines of Germany will hold its second Generation Riesling tasting in May 
2011 at the Delfina Gallery, near London Bridge. The tasting will showcase 
Germany’s Generation Riesling producers, as next year, they will be 
celebrating five years since the association was set up in 2006 in the UK.

20 producers will be invited to exhibit at the tasting, showing a maximum of 
six wines each. The tasting will be preceded by a special, invitation-only 
press tasting.

The tasting will be open to all members of the trade from 11am until 5pm, 
then from 6pm until 9pm, we will open the tasting up to consumers.

We will be promoting the tasting in the trade and consumer press in the run 
up to the event so keep your eyes peeled!

For further information about this event, please contact Lucy Richardson on 
020 7759 7405 or email the team at germanwine@phippspr.com



Riesling Week: July 2011

Riesling Week is an established and proven activity in the US market targeted at the on-
trade and independent retailers alike. In 2011, we will be organising the UK’s first 
Riesling Week.

The promotion, which will take place in July, will see Wines of Germany link up with 
various restaurants and independent merchants to offer various promotions, 
which establishments are free to choose as they wish. Potential promotions for 
restaurants could be:

Riesling flights – by the glass offers – discounts – food matching menu 

For Independent merchants, promotions could be:

In store tastings – discounts on multiple purchases 

We will be using our Sommelier Spring Class trip and Independent Merchants trip 
to recruit restaurants  and Independents to take part in Riesling Week and we will 
also be organising a press trip in spring with a view to generating press coverage 
ahead of Riesling Week – further details will be available in due course.

We will be in touch with importers and independent merchants early in the New 
Year with further news on how you can get involved in Riesling Week, but if you 
have any questions before then, do contact the team on 020 7759 7405 or 
germanwine@phippspr.com



International Pinot Noir tasting: October 2011

Following a successful trip to Germany with us in September, Tim Atkin MW and 
Hamish Anderson were so impressed with the quality of the German Pinot Noirs 
they tasted, they offered to help us organise an International Pinot Noir tasting in 
London in 2011, which will now take place in October 2011.

The aim is to pit premium German Pinot Noirs against international-renowned 
Pinot Noirs of top producers from around the world, showing that German Pinot 
Noirs are great value and compete in terms of quality against the best Pinot 
Noirs in the world. The tasting will showcase a maximum of 30 Pinot Noirs: 20 
wines from Germany, 10 wines coming from other regions across the world. Tim 
and Hamish will decide which international wines will be shown.

A pre-tasting for the German Pinot Noirs will take place in Germany in early 
September so the DWI in Germany will be inviting producers to submit their 
wines for the pre- tasting in the new year. We encourage importers to let their 
producers know of the tasting in advance as this is a great opportunity for 
producers to raise their profile in the UK.

Further details will be available in due course on our website. If you would like to 
discuss this with the team, please call us on 020 77597405 or email 
germanwine@phippspr.com



Social media
Wines of Germany website - new sections will be going live in January 2011, including an educational 
materials page and an events page, where we will regularly post news of our upcoming events and 
tastings. If you would like us to display news of your upcoming events, e-mail them to the team and we 
will happily display them for you.

We will continue to use Facebook and Twitter to promote our activities and engage with consumers 
and the media. Social media platforms will be utilised particularly our for major activities such as 
Riesling Week and the Generation Riesling tasting.

If you have any queries about the website or our social media platforms, please contact the team on 
020 77597405 / germanwine@phippspr.com



International Press trips 

We will be recruiting journalists to attend the following international 
press trips in 2011:

27 – 31 March – Prowein

16 - 19 June – Landmarks of German wine culture 

18 – 22 August – Germany’s Pinot Trio

6 – 9 October – Wine bloggers

We will be targeting consumer /lifestyle media for the June trip, 
trade /wine specialist press for the March and August trips, and of 
course, food and wine bloggers for the October trip

For further details, please contact germanwine@phippspr.com



Trade trips

Following the success of the last two years, 
the DWI will once again be running the 
Sommelier Spring Class in April 2011.

The trip, which sees 50 top sommeliers 
from across the world descend on 
Germany’s wine regions, includes winery 
visits, a visit to the Mainzer Weinbörse and 
a day of tasting seminars at the 
Geisenheim Institute. 

We will be recruiting five top sommeliers 
from the UK to attend this trip. All 
attendees will be required to take part in 
our Riesling Week activity.

For further details, please contact the team 
on 020 7759 7405 or by email at 
germanwine@phippspr.com

Wine Academy Trip

Due to the success of the Sommelier 
Spring Class, the DWI has decided to 
introduce the Wine Academy trip for Wine 
Educators from across the world.

The trip is scheduled to take place in 
September and will include winery visits 
and a day of tasting seminars at the DLR 
Neustadt. 

The winner of the WSET German 
Scholarship will be attending this trip, 
along with five Wine Educators who we will 
recruit in the new year.

For further details, please contact the 
team on 020 7759 7405 or by email at 

germanwine@phippspr.com



Heard it on the grapevine…

Riesling…isn't known as the Queen of Grapes 
for nothing - the claim that it's the wine 
trade's favourite variety may be a tired one, 
but it still holds true, and very few of these 
experts would disagree with the idea that 
Germany produces some of the finest 
examples in the world

Felicity Cloake, Guardian Online 20th October

What do modern German dry Rieslings offer? An 
alternative to endless Sauvignon Blanc. 
[Riesling] offers an appley freshness modulating 
to peachiness, with endless mineral undertones, 
the mirror of its terroir in a range from 
featherweight to light-heavyweight, alive with 
fruity acidity, able to mature as well as claret, 
fabulous when botrytis gives it even more 
dimensions

Hugh Johnson, Decanter 1st September

With roast pork a white works best...a late 
Riesling cuts through the meat and 
embraces the apple sauce...A late-harvest 
Riesling may not be everyone's cup of tea, 
but in my view they can be some of the 
world's finest wines

Ollie Smith, Mail on Sunday, 10th October

German pinot noir is 
one of this year's 
surprise packages

Anthony Rose, The 
Independent 20th

November



Heard it on the grapevine…

German wine has an awful lot to offer the more open-minded 
drinker. From austere, slatey rieslings to herby, delicate pinot 
noirs, as well as the tangy, aromatic sweeties which many of us 
associate with the country, there's a very northern purity of 
flavour about them all which ought to strike a chord with us 
Brits. Lighter styles are the obvious antidote to the alcoholic 
New World monsters we all like to blame for our over-
consumption, and partner perfectly with our favourite, spice-
laden foodstuffs

Felicity Cloake, Guardian Online 20th October

Germany continues to produce the 
world’s most undervalued and 
under-priced fine wines. Riesling is 
her greatest variety.

Helen Savage, The Journal 
Newcastle, 1st October

German red wine may sound 
like an oxymoron, and it's 
certainly a rarity here. But the 
Germans have been taking 
their reds increasingly 
seriously in recent years, 
particularly those made from 
pinot noir (aka spatburgunder)

David Williams, The Observer, 
21st November

Prices have remained stable for the past 
several years, making German Riesling, at its 
best, among the best value for money wines 
on the market

Joel Payne, Decanter DecemberGerman red wine has not 
enjoyed the best of reputations 
in the past but when it comes to 
the new generation of Pinot 
Noir there is a lot to 
recommend it.

Martin Smith, The Star 
Doncaster 29th September



Press Highlights 



• Follow us on Twitter and join our Facebook fan-page:

Winesofgermany

Facebook

Contact us:

• Telephone number: (0)20 7759 7405

• Address: Wines of Germany, c/o Phipps, Exeter Street, London, WC2E 7DU

• Email: germanwine@phippspr.com

• URL: www.winesofgermany.co.uk

Keep up to speed…


